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Re: In the Matter ofBroadcast Localism (MB Docket No. 04-233)
Report on Broadcast Localism and Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Dear Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein, Tate, and McDowell:

I noted with great interest that the FCC recently issued a Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking on broadcast localism. From what I understand, this proceeding is intended
to "ensure that broadcasters are appropriately addressing the needs of their local
communities." I wanted to be one of the first to tell you that, in my view and in the view
of my organization, WTVG already serves our community in any number ofways that
makes any additional federal regulation unnecessary.

We have worked with WTVG on a number of public interest programs they
produce, including Conklin & Company, Bridges, and the Roundtable. These programs
have significantly raised local awareness of issues that matter greatly to the citizens of
Lucas County, including home foreclosure, low-income tax preparation, the earned
income tax credit, local economic development efforts, and the many other important
operations that Lucas County oversees.

Additionally, Lucas CO\lnty.and its Commissioners are responsible for emergency
services and management [or over 450,600 residents. For years, our residents have relied
on WTVG for accurate and detl}iled ~mergency and weather information. This
information goes far beyond a weather report to'include advance warnings of weather
emergenc~es, notifications of evacuation routes, locations ofrelief statibnS, and'
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geographically-targeted updates. ; r·'.
i" ,

Just recently, major part~ ofL~cas County experienced massive flooding that
threatened the homes and property of our residents. By working cooperatively with



WTVG, our EMA officials were able to communicate directly about weather threats, as
well as the assistance available in the storm's aftermath.

It is because of my first-hand experience with such a long-standing partnership
that I am curious as to why the FCC deems it necessary to issue additional regulations. In
my view, our community already is well-served by WTVG and no national regulation
could create the kind of great local partnership that we already enjoy.

Sincerely,

~K~
Lucas County Commissioner

Cc; Michelle Carey
Rick Chessen
Rudy Brioche
Amy Blankenship
Cristina Pauze
Monica Desai
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+ American
Red Cross

Kenneth E. Vavra
Executive Director

Genesee-Lapeer Chapter
Regional Chapter CEO
1401 S. Grand Traverse

Flint, Michigan 48503
Office: (810) 766-6450

Fax: (810) 232-8670

February 21, 2008

Chairman Kevin Martin
Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Deborah Tate
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Monica Desai, Chief Media Bureau

Federal COllh'11unications COlP_'11ission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington DC 20554

Re: In the Matter ofBroadcast Localism (MB Docket No. 04-233)
Report on Broadcast Localism and Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Dear Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein, Tate, and McDowell:

It has come to my attention that the FCC recently issued a Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking on broadcast localism with the sole purpose to "ensure that broadcasters are
appropriately addressing the needs of their local communities." Please let me assure you
that, in my view and in the view of the American Red Cross Genesee-Lapeer Chapter,
WJRT-TV abc 12 already serves our community in many ways that makes any additional
federal regulation urmecessary.

WJRT has been a tremendous supporter of our Chapter of the American Red
Cross. For the past eleven years, they have produced videos spotlighting local "Everyday
Heroes." These individuals have performed some heroic act within their community that
benefits the life of another person, in many instances saving the life of an individual or
family. The videos are then used to honor these "Everyday Heroes" at an American Red
Cross sponsored awards dinner held in their honor. This annual event is the single
largest fundraiser for our Chapter and ensures that the Red Cross can continue to provide
valuable services to our community.

After 9/11, WJRT hosted an event at the Mongolian BBQ to aid the American
Red Cross with efforts to raise funds to continue to provide services to the community.



Page Two
Letter to Federal Communications Commission

February 18, 2008
Re: In the matter of Broadcast Localism (MB Docket No 04-233

Report on Broadcast Localism and Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
WJRT - Flint, Michigan

In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, WJRT hosted a three night American Red
Cross telethon that raised over $100,000 for the hurricane survivors that relocated to the
greater Flint area.

Lastly, WJRT staff, in particular Bill Harris and Angie Hendershot, have served
on our Red Cross Board of Directors on and off for the past ten years, lending their
wisdom and leadership skills to our Chapter.

To put it simply, our organization could not survive without the critical support
that WJRT provides. WJRT's continued involvement with our Everyday Heroes event is
responsible for a large share of our annual budget and helps sustain our organization.
Furthermore, the on-air time devoted to our fundraising event has helped raise
community awareness of our issues and our organization. I want to assure you that
WJRT's role - including both on-air and off-air time - is critical both to our fundraising
efforts and to getting our message out to the community-at-Iarge.

It is because of my first-hand experience with such a long-standing partnership
that I am curious as to why the FCC deems it necessary to issue additional regulations. In
my view, our community already is well-served by WJRT and no national regulation
could create the kind of great local partnership that we already enjoy.

Sincerely,

Kenneth E. Vavra
Executive Director
American Red Cross
Genesee-Lapeer Chapter

Cc: Michelle Carey
Rick Chessen
Rudy Brioche
Amy Blankenship
Cristina Pauze
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February 19, 2008

Tribute to Women and INdustry

eliminating racism ywca
empowering women

bergen county

200S fEB 28 P 2: II

Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein, Tate and McDowell
Federal Communications Commission Received &Inspected
445 1i h Street NW
Washington, DC 20036 FEB 27 2008

FCC Mail Room

Dear Chairman and Commissioners,

This letter is to acknowledge Lori Stokes, anchorwoman of Eyewitness News
This Morning and Eyewitness News at Noon of WABC-TV, New York, for her
participation in the YWCA of Bergen County's annual TWIN (Tribute to Women
and INdustry) awards program held on April 26, 2007.

TWIN is a multi-faceted program honoring women for their significant contribution
to industry in a managerial, executive or professional role and recognizes
corporations for establishing progressive personnel policies and for providing
women opportunities for advancement. Lori was our keynote speaker and
helped present the honorees during the program.

The YWCA of Bergen County is extremely grateful to Lori for giving her time and
energy to make TWIN 2007 a successful and meaningful evening for the 51
women who were honored and the 35 corporations who sponsored TWIN. Lori
has supported the YWCA of Bergen County in the past and we look forward to
having her participate in future events.

Sincerely,

/~4~,
Barbara Giarmo
Special Events Manager

cc: Rebecca Campbell
Saundra Thomas

2 University Plaza - Suite 208 - Hackensack, NJ 07601
201-881-1723
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FIRE DEPARTMENT
9 METROTECH CENTER

NICHOLAS SCOPPETTA
Fire Commis.,,'ioncl"

BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11201-3857

1008 FEB 21 P 2: ij1

February IS, 2008

Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein, Tate and McDowell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20036

Dear Commissioners:

Received & Insoecte,:

FEB 27 200B

FCC Mail l-1oor0

We understand the FCC is exploring whether broadcast stations are adequately serving
their local communities, and WABC-TV has asked us to provide details about the relationship
that exists between the station, the New York City Fire Department (FDNY) and the FDNY
Foundation, our non-profit arm that supports fire safety education, equipment and training
initiatives.

For the past nine years, the FDNY and FDNY Foundation have partnered with WABC
TV on several community outreach projects, including the Operation 7: Save A Life campaign.
The annual campaign, which consists ofa 30-minute public awareness video and public service
announcements, educates millions ofNew Yorkers on the importance of working smoke alarm
batteries in the home. In an ongoing partnership with Kidde Fire Systems, WABC-TV also makes
an annual donation of20,000 smoke alarms to the FDNY for distribution to neighborhoods across
the City and other targeted groups, including senior citizens and recent immigrants.

During any major emergency, WABC-TV continues to serve the community by
broadcasting the details of the incident in a timely fashion and is diligent about incorporating
information about fire safety and the causes of fire into their news coverage.

Following a Bronx fire on March 7, 2007, where nine children and one adult were killed,
the FDNY Fire Safety Education Unit, in conjunction with the FDNY Foundation, distributed
more than 145,000 free smoke alarm batteries in neighborhoods throughout the City. WABC-TV
thoroughly reported on developments concerning the tragic fire and our subsequent fire safety
campaign, emphasizing to its viewers the simple ways to practice fire safety at home.

We hope the above information helps to illustrate the important role that WABC-TV
plays in serving the local communities ofNew York City.

cc: Rebecca Campbell
President and Genral Manager
WABC-TV
7 Lincoln Square
NY, NY 10023
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February 20, 2008

Chairman Kevin Martin
Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Deborah Tate .
Commissioner Robert McDowell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington DC 20554

Re: In the Matter ofBroadcast Localism (MB Docket No. 04-233)
Report on Broadcast Localism and Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Dear Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein, Tate, and McDowell:

I noted with great interest that the FCC recently issued a Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking on broadcastlocalism, From what I understand, this proceeding is intended
to "ensure that broadcasters are appropriately addressing the needs of their local
communities." I wanted to be one of the first to tell you that, in my view and in the view
of my organization, WTVG already serves our community in any number OfwilYS that
makes any additional federal regulation wmecessary.

We have ·worked with WTVG on a number of public interest programs they
produce, including Conkl1n & Company; Bridges, and the ROlmdtable. These programs
have significantly raised local awareness of issues that matter greatly to the citizens of
Lucas County, including home foreclosure, low-income tax preparation, the earned
income tax credit, local economic development efforts, and the many other important
operations that Lucas County oversees.

Additionally, Lucas County and its·Commissioners are responsible for emergency
services. and management for o'l(er 450,000 residents. For years, our residents have relied
on WTVG for accurate and detailed emergency and weather information. This
information goes far beYli'lld a weath€f report to include advance warnings of weather
emergencies,'notific:;ltioJ;ls of evacuation routes, locations of relief stations, and
geographically-targeted updates.

Just recently, major parts of Lucas County experienced massive flooding that
threatened the homes and property of our residents. By working cooperatively with

No. of Copies roo'd-'l~_
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WTVG, our EMA officials were able to communicate directly about weather threats, as
well as the assistance available in the storm's aftermath.

It is because of my first-hand experience with such a long-standing partnership
that I am curious as to why the FCC deems it necessary to issue additional regulations. In
my view, our community already is well-served by WTVG and no national regulation
could create the kind of great local partnership that we already enjoy.

Sincerely,

~Ko~
Lucas County Commissioner

Cc: Michelle Carey
Rick Chessen
Rudy Brioche
Amy Blankenship
Cristina Pauze
Monica Desai
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+ American
Red Cross

Kenneth E. Vavra
Executive Director

Genesee-Lapeer Chapter
Regional Chapter CEO
1401 S. Grand Traverse

Flint, Michigan 48503
Office: (810) 766-6450

Fax: (810) 232-8670

February 21, 2008

Chainnan Kevin Martin
Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Commissioner Deborah Tate
Commissioner Robert McDowell
Monica Desai, Chief Media Bureau

Federal Communications Conunission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington DC 20554

Re: In the Matter ofBroadcast Localism (MB Docket No. 04-233)
Report on Broadcast Localism and Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Dear Chainnan Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein, Tate, and McDowell:

It has come to my attention that the FCC recently issued a Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking on broadcast localism with the sole purpose to "ensure that broadcasters are
appropriately addressing the needs of their local communities." Please let me assure you
that, in my view and in the view ofthe American Red Cross Genesee-Lapeer Chapter,
WJRT-TV abcl2 already serves our community in many ways that makes any additional
federal regulation unnecessary.

WJRT has been a tremendous supporter of our Chapter of the American Red
Cross. For the past eleven years, they have produced videos spotlighting local "Everyday
Heroes." These individuals have perfonned some heroic act within their community that
benefits the life of another person, in many instances saving the life of an individual or
family. The videos are then used to honor these "Everyday Heroes" at an American Red
Cross sponsored awards dinner held in their honor. This annual event is the single
largest fundraiser for our Chapter and ensures that the Red Cross can continue to provide
valuable services to our community.

After 9/11, WJRT hosted an event at the Mongolian BBQ to aid the American
Red Cross with efforts to raise funds to continue to provide services to the community.



Page Two
Letter to Federal Communications Commission

February 18,2008
Re: In the matter of Broadcast Localism (MB Docket No 04-233

Report on Broadcast Localism and Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
WJRT - Flint, Michigan

In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, WJRT hosted a three night American Red
Cross telethon that raised over $100,000 for the hurricane survivors that relocated to the
greater Flint area.

Lastly, WJRT staff, in particular Bill Harris and Angie Hendershot, have served
on our Red Cross Board of Directors on and off for the past ten years, lending their
wisdom and leadership skills to our Chapter.

To put it simply, our organization could not survive without the critical support
that WJRT provides. WJRT's continued involvement with our Everyday Heroes event is
responsible for a large share of our annual budget and helps sustain our organization.
Furthermore, the on-air time devoted to our fundraising event has helped raise
community awareness of our issues and our organization. I want to assure you that
WJRT's role - including both on-air and off-air time - is critical both to our fundraising
efforts and to getting our message out to the community-at-large.

It is because of my first-hand experience with such a long-standing partnership
that I am curious as to why the FCC deems it necessary to issue additional regulations. In
my view, our community already is well-served by WJRT and no national regulation
could create the kind of great local partnership that we already enjoy.

Sincerely,

Kenneth E. Vavra
Executive Director
American Red Cross
Genesee-Lapeer Chapter

Cc: Michelle Carey
Rick Chessen
Rudy Brioche
Amy Blankenship
Cristina Pauze
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Federal Communications Commission
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